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Montana Beef Council Board of Directors Meeting Minutes
January 13, 2023  |  Montana Beef Council Office, Billings

Call to Order, Welcome and Introductions: President Brett Dailey called the meeting to order at 8:07 a.m., led the Pledge of Allegiance, welcomed attendees, and asked for introductions.

Members Present: Brett Dailey (President), Montana Farmers Union; Andy Kellom (Vice President), Montana Cattle Feeders; Justin Iverson, Montana Stockgrowers Association; Travis Choat, Montana Stockgrowers Association; Kathy Dubs (for Jake Callantine), Montana Angus Association; Debbie Andersen, Montana Dairymen; Ken Morris, Montana Cattlemen’s Association; Wes Jensen, Montana Farm Bureau Federation; Heather Fryer, Montana CattleWomen; Charlie Hollenbeck, Montana Meat Processors Association. Staff: Chaley Harney, Sue Broyles, Tammy Bridges and Al Koenig. USDA: Kinley Hartman (virtual). CBB: Lynda Grande. Guest: Joe Schuele, U.S. Meat Export Federation, Gilles Stockton, Montana Cattlemen’s Association. Not present: Andy Tuss, Montana Food Distributors Association; Corey Schultz, Montana Livestock Auction Market Association; Katie Cooper, CBB; Turk Stovall, CBB.

Approval of Agenda: President Brett Dailey asked if there were any additions or amendments to the agenda. Andy Kellom moved to approve the agenda as printed and Travis Choat seconded. Motion passed.

Approval of Minutes: President Brett Dailey asked if there were any additions or corrections to be made to the minutes from the September 15, 2022, meeting. Andy Kellom moved to approve the minutes as mailed and Heather Fryer seconded. Motion passed.

Financial Reading: Business Manager Sue Broyles shared MBC’s financial standing as of September 30, 2022, and December 31, 2022 with the members. 

MBC 2022 Audit Report, Brian Van Steeland, CPA, Summers McNea: The board reviewed a copy of MBC’s 2022 Audit Report with Brian Van Steeland. He indicated that there were no significant findings. The entire board reviewed the 2022 Audit Report, which also included any designated expenditures to the National Cattlemen’s Beef Association on behalf of the Federation of State Beef Councils as well as the U.S. Meat Export Federation. Justin Iverson moved to accept and approve the audit and Andy Kellom seconded. Motion passed.

Montana Beef Council Investment Update, Colten Mellows, LPL Financial: Colten Mellows reviewed MBC’s financial investments from the 25 Account and new investments with Montana’s portion of the federal dollar that has been invested within the last year.

Andy Kellom moved to invest $200,000 from the Stockman Bank “Consented Account” to utilize the better interest rates available through LPL Financial. Justin Iverson seconded. Motion passed. 
The board agreed to review the first account investment that will become available on April 30, 2023 at the May 5, 2023 board meeting to determine whether to reinvest it or not.

USDA Agriculture Marketing Service Update- Kinley Hartman provided an update from the Agriculture Marketing Service.

Officer Reports:
President- Brett Dailey updated the board on his latest activities and preparation for the national convention, committee meetings and applying for the Beef Promotion Operating Committee. He also noted that he assigned board members to committees. 

Vice President- Andy Kellom shared that he is preparing for the national convention and his duties as Region V Vice President.

Executive Director- Chaley Harney shared a status report on in-house and contractor activities over the last few months. She reminded board members that they are encouraged to invite younger representatives from their respective organizations to the MBC meetings. Chaley passed along a report from the Montana Beef Enhancement Working Group with the proposal for an additional state $1 assessment.

Beef Around the World Tour with the U.S. Meat Export Federation- Joe Schuele presented a report from USMEF which detailed their efforts and activities to build demand for U.S. beef around the world. Board members completed a USMEF worksheet and a printed report by Travis Choat was included in the board member’s packets.

New Business:
Terms of Office Review: The board reviewed and updated version of the Terms of Office.

Annual Policy and Procedure Review: The board reviewed an updated version of the policy manual. Andy Kellom moved to approve, and Travis Choat seconded. Motion passed.

Additional Funding Requests: The board heard about two additional funding requests that had come to the Montana Beef Council.

Heather Fryer moved and Justin Iverson seconded to fund a $7,000 proposal from the Big Sky Country Fair to receive the exclusive naming rights for The Barnyard building and the additional sponsorship activities and benefits during the week of the fair. Motion passed.

Adjournment: President Brett Dailey asked if there was any further business to come before the board and seeing none he called for adjournment. Andy Kellom moved to approve, and Travis Choat seconded. Motion passed. The meeting was adjourned at 2:17 p.m.

Next Meeting: The next regularly scheduled board meeting will take place at 8:00 a.m. on May 5, 2023, in Cody, WY in conjunction with the Wyoming Beef Council. 
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